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1 . The reply received 6 August 2004 has been received and entered. Claims 26-46 are 
pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 7 September 2004 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each publication or that portion which caused it 
to be listed, other than U.S. patents and U.S. patent appHcation publications unless required by 
the Office; and all other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments filed 6 August 2004 have been fijlly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. In response to Applicant's arguments on p. 3, in paragraph 2: 

On pp. 4-8 of the AFM97 reference, a rather detailed overview of "Adobe 
FrameMaker+SGML application development" is disclosed. Therefore, Applicant's 
arguments are wholly unpersuasive. 
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b. In response to Applicant's arguments on p. 3, paragraphs 3 and 4, continuing onto p. 4: 

The FrameMake®r+SGML tool is an executable application program. 

The present Assignee of the instant application is Microsoft Corporation. 
Microsoft Corporation's publicly held definition of the term "user interface" is the 
portion of a program with which a user interacts (see "Microsoft® Computer 
Dictionary," 2002, Microsoft Press, 5*^ ed., p. 544). This is exactly how the Examiner 
has interpreted this term (see the Office action mailed 6 May 2004; see ftirther 
Applicant's own arguments on pp. 3-4, citing the relevant portions of said Office action). 

The interactive WYSIWYG editing environment of the FrameMake®r+SGML 
tool comprises a user interface that is changed, z.e., the rendered display (the portion of 
the program with which a user interacts) is made different through user input. 

By the very same publicly held definition of "user interface", the Examiner agrees 
with Applicant that with every letter that is input by the user of a plain text editor, the 
"user interface" of that text editor is "changed." The Examiner does not, however, agree 
with Applicant that such an interpretation is absurd. 

4. In view of Applicant's unpersuasive arguments, the previous rejections are maintained 
and reproduced below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5, The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 34-37 and 42-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Adobe® FrameMaker®+SGML integrated XML authoring and composition tool as disclosed by 
"Adobe® FrameMaker®+SGML 5.5: Developing SGML Publishing Applications," 1997 
(hereinafter ^FMPT) and Charles F. Goldfarb and Paul Prescod, 'The XML Handbook," 1998 
(hereinafter Go/(^flr6 and Prescod), pp. 278-295. 

As per claims 34 and 37, Goldfarb and Prescod disclose a set of one or more routines for 
modifying at least one user interface resource file (see, for example, section 21.2 and its 
corresponding subsections on pages 280-288); and the at least one resource file comprising a 
document in a markup language, wherein tagged text elements are associated with attributes of a 
user interface (Adobe® FrameMaker® is disclosed as a tool for creating and editing XML 
documents; see, for example, section 21.2 and its corresponding subsections on pages 280-288). 
Goldfarb and Prescod disclose software for modifying the at least one user interface file ((see, 
for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a 
WYSIWYG environment that enables interactive editing of a document, allowing the user to see 
the rendered result as changes are made to the formatting specification. Changing the rendered 
(WYSIWYG) display and/or the structured view of the document is, in effect, changing the 
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portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool with which the user interacts (namely, the 
manipulatable graphical display), and thus user interface of the FrameMaker(gH-SGML tool is 
changed). Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose a computer-readable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions and computer-readable data for implementing the 
aforementioned components (see, for example, page 278, indicating a free trial version of 
FrameMake®r+SGML on CD-ROM). The use of a computer including memory for storing the 
executable program is inherent in performing the aforementioned computer-implemented steps. 

As per claim 35, Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose the routines for modifying the at 
least one user interface resource file being invoked while the computer program is being 
executed, the customizing occurring dynamically (see, for example, section 21.3 and its 
corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a WYSIWYG environment that 
enables interactive editing of a document, allowing the user to see the rendered result as changes 
are made to the formatting specification. Changing the rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the 
structured view of the document is, in effect, changing the portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML 
tool with which the user interacts (namely, the manipulatable graphical display), and thus user 
interface of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is changed). 

As per claim 36, Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose a set of operating system 
resource-loading routines for presenting the user interface to the user, wherein the resource- 
loading routines obtain user interface resource information from a user interface attribute data 
tree corresponding to the user interface resource file and, with respect to resource information 
not specified in the user interface resource file, from a set of default' sources of user interface 
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resource information (see, for example, section 21.2. 1 on page 281; and section 21.2.5 on page 
288). 

As per claim 42, Goldfarb and Prescod disclose the routines for creating and modifying 
the at least one user interface resource file being used while the computer program is being 
executed, the creating and modifying occurring dynamically and not requiring a recompilation of 
the executable program component (see, for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding 
subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a WYSIWYG environment that enables 
interactive editing of a document, allowing the user to see the rendered result as changes are 
made to the formatting specification. Changing the rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the 
structured view of the document is, in effect, changing the portion of the FrameMakerO+SGML 
tool with which the user interacts (namely, the manipulatable graphical display), and thus user 
interface of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is changed). 

As per claims 43 and 46, Goldfarb and Prescod disclose executing a computer program, 
thereby causing a user interface to be presented (see, for example, section 21.3 and its 
corresponding subsections on pages 288-290); editing at least one user interface resource file, the 
at least one user interface file comprising a document in a markup language, wherein tagged text 
elements are associated with attributes of the user interface (Adobe® FrameMaker® is disclosed 
as a tool for creating and editing XML documents; see, for example, section 21.2 and its 
corresponding subsections on pages 280-288); and causing a new user interface to be presented 
(see, for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the product 
has a WYSIWYG environment that enables interactive editing of a document, allowing the user 
to see the rendered result as changes are made to the formatting specification. Changing the 
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rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the structured view of the document is, in effect, changing 
the portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool with which the user interacts (namely, the 
manipulatable graphical display), and thus user interface of the FrameMaker®-f SGML tool is 
changed). Goldfarb and Prescod further discloses a computer-readable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions and computer-readable data for implementing the 
aforementioned steps (see, for example, page 278, indicating a free trial version of 
FrameMake®r+SGML on CD-ROM). 

As per claim 44, Goldfarb and Prescod further discloses parsing the at least one user 
interface resource file into a user interface attribute data tree (see, for example, section 21 .2. 1 on 
page 281); invoking operating system resource-loading routines for constructing the user 
interface (see, for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the 
product has a WYSIWYG environment that enables interactive editing of a document, allowing 
the user to see the rendered result as changes are made to the formatting specification. Changing 
the rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the structured view of the document is, in effect, 
changing the portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool with which the user interacts (namely, 
the manipulatable graphical display), and thus user interface of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is 
changed); and obtaining user interface resource information from the user interface attribute data 
tree, and with respect to resource information not specified in the user interface resource file, 
from a set of default sources of user interface resource information (see, for example, section 
21.2.1 on page 281; and section 21.2,5 on page 288). 

As per claim 45, Goldfarb and Prescod further discloses causing the user interface to be 
presented occurring while the computer program is being executed and not requiring the 
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computer program to be re-executed (see, for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding 
subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a WYSIWYG environment that enables 
interactive editing of a document, allowing the user to see the rendered result as changes are 
made to the formatting specification. Changing the rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the 
structured view of the document is, in effect, changing the portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML 
tool with which the user interacts (namely, the manipulatable graphical display), and thus user 
interface of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is changed). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 26-33 and 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the Adobe® FrameMaker®+SGML integrated XML authoring and composition tool as disclosed 
by "Adobe® FrameMaker®-hSGML 5.5: Developing SGML PubUshing Applications," 1997 
(hereinafter y^FMPT) and Charles F. Goldfarb and Paul Prescod, "The XML Handbook," 1998 
(hereinafter Goldfarb and Prescod), pp. 278-295. 

As per claim 26, Goldfarb and Prescod disclose a set of one or more routines for 
producing an executable program component of the computer application software product (see, 
for example, section 21.2 and its corresponding subsections on pages 280-288); at least one 
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resource file comprising a document in a markup language, wherein tagged text elements are 
associated with attributes of a user interface (Adobe® FrameMaker® is disclosed as a tool for 
creating and editing XML documents; see, for example, section 21.2 and its corresponding 
subsections on pages 280-288 of Goldfarb and Prescod); and a set of one or more routines for 
creating and modifying the user interface component by manipulating the at least one user 
interface resource file (see, for example, section 21 .2 and its corresponding subsections on pages 
280-288). AFM97 discloses, as part of application development with the FrameMaker®+SGML 
tool, various skills required within the implementation team, including document design, SGML 
knowledge, setting up FrameMaker®_SGML formatting templates, and setting up the formatting 
rules that control automatic application of the desired graphic design to structure documents. 
Further AFM97 discloses these skills as being shared by the group of people rather than being 
mastered by one individual (see, for example, "The implementation team" on pp, 7-8). 
FrameMaker®+SGML is not expressly disclosed as being used in a development environment 
comprising at a first computer and a second computer linked by way of a network. However, 
Official Notice is taken that it has been well known and practiced in the software development 
art to for multiple developers in a collaborative development environment (as disclosed, for 
example, by AFM97 on pp. 7-8) to use multiple computers connected by way of a network. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the computer art at the 
time the invention was made to use the FrameMaker®+SGML tool in a development 
environment comprising comprising at a first computer and a second computer linked by way of 
a network. One would be motivated to do so to promote more cost effective and efficient 
software development. 
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As per claim 27, Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose the routines for creating and 
modifying the at least one user interface resource file being used while the computer program is 
being executed, the creating and modifying occurring dynamically and not requiring a 
recompilation of the executable program component (see, for example, section 21.3 and its 
corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a WYSIWYG environment that 
enables interactive editing of a document, allowing the user to see the rendered result as changes 
are made to the formatting specification. Changing the rendered (WYSIWYG) display and/or the 
structured view of the document is, in effect, changing the portion of the FrameMaker®+SGML 
tool with which the user interacts (namely, the manipulatable graphical display), and thus user 
interface; of the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is changed). Therefore, for reasons applied above, 
such a claim also would have been obvious. 

As per claims 28 and 30-32, Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose a set of operating 
sustem resource-loading routines for presenting a user interface corresponding to the user 
interface component (see, for example, see, for example, section 21.2.1 on page 281). Further, 
as the FrameMaker®+SG]V[L tool is a collaborative tool (see, for example, Goldfarb and 
Prescod, section 21.4; mdAFM97, "The implementation team" on pages 7-8), the generated 
user interface can be viewed by any member of the implementation team. Therefore, for reasons 
applied above, such claims also would have been obvious. 

As per claim 29, Goldfarb and Prescod further disclose the resource-loading routines 
obtain user interface resource information from a . user interface attribute data tree corresponding 
to the user interface resource file and, with respect to resource information not specified in the 
user interface resource file, from a set of default sources of user interface resource information 
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(see, for example, section 21.2.1 on page 281; and section 21.2.5 on page 288). Therefore, for 
reasons applied above, such a claim also would have been obvious. 

As per claim 33, Goldfarb andPrescod further disclose a computer-readable medium 
storing computer-executable instructions and computer-readable data for implementing the 
aforementioned components (see, for example, page 278, indicating a free trial version of 
FrameMake®r+SGML on CD-ROM). Therefore, for reasons appUed above, such a claim also 
would have been obvious. 

As per claim 38, Goldfarb and Prescod disclose causing a user interface to be presented 
while a computer program is being executed and not requiring the computer program to be re- 
executed (see, for example, section 21.3 and its corresponding subsections on pages 288-290; the 
product has a WYSIWYG environment). In the WYSIWYG environment of 
FrameMaker®-t-SGML, making changes to the user interface can be done without necessarily 
requiring a change in the executable code, such as disclosed in Goldfarb and Prescod, section 
21.3.2. Further, the FrameMaker®+SGML tool is a collaborative tool (see, for example, 
Goldfarb andPrescod, section 2L4; mdAFM97, "The implementation team" on pages 7-8). 
AFM97 discloses, as part of application development with the FrameMaker®-i-SGML tool, 
various skills required within the implementation team, including document design, SGML 
knowledge, setting up FrameMaker®_SGML formatting templates, and setting up the formatting 
rules that control automatic application of the desired graphic design to structure documents. 
Further AFM97 discloses these skills as being shared by the group of people rather than being 
mastered by one individual (see, for example, "The implementation team" on pp. 7-8). 
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FrameMaker®+SGML is not expressly disclosed as being used in a development' environment 
comprising at least two users — one developer and one graphic designer, where the graphic 
designer proposes necessary functional changes to the developer. However, it is well known and 
practiced in the software development art to split up the tasks of an overall software development 
project into subtasks relating to programming and graphical interface design. This common 
practice is also acknowledged by Applicant on page 3, lines 9-11 of the specification. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the computer art at the time the 
invention was made to use the FrameMaker®+SGML tool in a development environment 
comprising at least two users - one developer and one graphic designer, where the graphic 
designer proposes necessary ftmctional changes to the developer. One would be motivated to do 
so to promote more cost effective and efficient software development. 

As per claim 39, Goldfarb and Prescod ftirther disclose at least one resource file 
comprising a document in a markup language, wherein tagged text elements are associated with 
attributes of a user interface Adobe® FrameMaker® is disclosed as a tool for creating and 
editing XML documents; see, for example, section 21.2 and its corresponding subsections on 
pages 280-288 of Goldfarb and Prescod). Therefore, for reasons applied above, such a claim 
also would have been obvious. 

As per claim 40, Goldfarb and Prescod ftzrther disclose parsing the at least one user 
interface resource file into a user interface attribute data tree (see, for example, section 21.2.1 on 
page 281); and obtaining user interface resource information fi-om the user interface attribute 
data tree, and with respect to resource information not specified in the user interface resource 
file, from a set of default sources of user interface resource information (see, for example, 
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section 21.2.1 on page 281; and section 21.2.5 on page 288). Therefore, for reasons applied 
above, such a claim also would have been obvious. 

As per claim 41 , Goldfarb and Prescod further discloses causing the user interface to be 
presented occurring while the computer program is being executed and not requiring the 
computer program to be re-executed (see, for example, section 2L3 and its corresponding 
subsections on pages 288-290; the product has a WYSIWYG environment). Therefore, for 
reasons appKed above, such a claim also would have been obvious. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric B, Kiss whose telephone number is (571) 272-3699. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Tue. - Fri,, 7: 1 5 am - 4:45 pm. The Examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



EBK /6(b< 
October 29, 2004 
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